                                     GRE (Graduate Record Examination) 

1. Types of GRE Tests
· GRE General Test: This is the most common test and is required for most graduate programs. It assesses general academic abilities.
· GRE Subject Tests: These are specialized tests in specific subjects like Biology, Chemistry, Literature in English, Mathematics, Physics, and Psychology. They are required by some programs to assess your knowledge in a particular field.
2. Structure of the GRE General Test
The GRE General Test consists of three main sections:
Verbal Reasoning
· Content: Reading comprehension, text completion, and sentence equivalence.
· Skills Tested: Ability to analyze and draw conclusions from discourse, understand multiple levels of meaning, and identify relationships among words and concepts.
· Format: Two sections, each with 20 questions, to be completed in 30 minutes per section.
Quantitative Reasoning
· Content: Arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and data analysis.
· Skills Tested: Problem-solving ability, understanding of basic mathematical concepts, and ability to interpret and analyze quantitative information.
·  Format: Two sections, each with 20 questions, to be completed in 35 minutes per section.
Analytical Writing
· Tasks: Two tasks - “Analyze an Issue” and “Analyze an Argument”.
· Skills Tested: Critical thinking and analytical writing skills, ability to articulate and support complex ideas, and ability to construct and evaluate arguments.
· Format: One section with two tasks, 30 minutes per task.
3. Test Format
· Computer-Based Test: The GRE General Test is primarily computer-based and is adaptive at the section level. This means the difficulty of the second section of both Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning depends on your performance in the first section.
· Paper-Based Test: In locations where computer-based testing is not available, a paper-based version is offered.
4. Scoring
· Verbal Reasoning: Scored on a scale of 130-170, in 1-point increments.
· Quantitative Reasoning: Scored on a scale of 130-170, in 1-point increments.
· Analytical Writing: Scored on a scale of 0-6, in half-point increments.
5. Registration and Cost
· Registration: You can register for the GRE through the ETS website. It is advisable to register early to secure your preferred test date and location.
· Cost: The cost of the GRE General Test is approximately $205, but this can vary by country. Additional fees may apply for rescheduling or changing your test center.
6. Preparation
· Official Materials: ETS provides a range of official preparation materials, including practice tests, study guides, and online resources.
Study Tips:
· Regular Practice: Take full-length practice tests to get used to the test format and timing.
· Review: Analyze your practice test results to identify areas for improvement.
· Study Plan: Create a study schedule that allows you to cover all test sections thoroughly.
7. Importance in Admissions
· Graduate Programs: GRE scores are used by admissions committees to evaluate applicants’ readiness for graduate-level work.
· Business and Law Schools: Increasingly, business schools (for MBA programs) and law schools (for JD programs) are accepting GRE scores as an alternative to the GMAT and LSAT, respectively.

8. Test Dates and Frequency
· Availability: The GRE General Test is available year-round at Prometric test centers and on specific dates for the paper-based test.
· Frequency: You can take the GRE once every 21 days, up to five times within any continuous rolling 12-month period.
9. Comparison with Other Tests
· GMAT: Primarily used for business school admissions. The GRE is more widely accepted across various graduate programs.
· LSAT: Required for law school admissions. Some law schools now accept the GRE as an alternative
10. Registration Process
· Create an ETS Account: To register for the GRE, you need to create an account on the ETS website.
· Choose a Test Date and Location: Select a convenient date and test center. The GRE General Test is offered year-round at various locations.
· Pay the Fee: The registration fee is approximately $205, but it can vary depending on your location. Additional fees apply for rescheduling or changing your test center.
11. Test Day Procedures
· Identification: Bring a valid, government-issued ID that matches the name you used to register.
· Arrival Time: Arrive at the test center at least 30 minutes before your scheduled test time.
· Test Center Rules: Follow all test center rules, including those related to personal items and breaks.
12. Test Preparation Resources
· Official GRE Guide: The ETS offers an official guide that includes practice questions and test-taking strategies.
· PowerPrep Online: Free practice tests that simulate the actual GRE test experience.
· Mobile Apps: Various apps are available for on-the-go practice.
· Prep Courses: Consider enrolling in a GRE prep course if you prefer structured study.


13. Analytical Writing Section
· Analyze an Issue Task: You will be presented with an issue and asked to write an essay discussing your perspective on it. You should provide reasons and examples to support your viewpoint.
· Analyze an Argument Task: You will be given an argument and asked to critique it. Your essay should discuss the logical soundness of the argument and suggest ways to improve it.
14. Verbal Reasoning Section
· Reading Comprehension: Passages followed by questions that test your understanding and analysis of the text.
· Text Completion: Sentences with one or more blanks, and you need to select the best word(s) to complete the sentence.
· Sentence Equivalence: Sentences with one blank, and you need to select two words that create sentences with similar meanings.
15. Quantitative Reasoning Section
· Quantitative Comparison: Compare two quantities and determine the relationship between them.
· Multiple-Choice Questions: Standard multiple-choice questions with one correct answer.
· Numeric Entry: Questions where you need to enter your answer as a number.
· Data Interpretation: Questions based on data presented in graphs, tables, or other formats.
16. Score Reporting
· ScoreSelect Option: Allows you to choose which scores to send to schools. You can send your most recent scores or all your scores from the past five years.
· Score Report: Includes your scores for the Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and Analytical Writing sections, as well as percentile ranks.
17. Retaking the GRE
· Frequency: You can retake the GRE once every 21 days, up to five times within any continuous rolling 12-month period.
· Preparation for Retake: Focus on areas where you need improvement, and consider using different study materials or methods.
18. Accommodations for Disabilities
· Requesting Accommodations: ETS provides accommodations for test-takers with disabilities. You need to submit a request along with documentation of your disability.
· Types of Accommodations: Extended time, extra breaks, screen magnification, and other accommodations are available.
19. GRE Subject Tests
· Subjects Offered: Biology, Chemistry, Literature in English, Mathematics, Physics, and Psychology.
· Format: Paper-based tests, typically offered three times a year.
· Scoring: Each subject test is scored on a scale of 200-990, in 10-point increments.
20. Tips for Success
· Start Early: Begin your preparation several months in advance.
· Practice Regularly: Consistent practice helps build familiarity with the test format and question types.
· Review Mistakes: Analyze your practice test results to understand your mistakes and learn from them.
· Stay Calm: On test day, stay calm and focused. Manage your time effectively during the test.
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