TOEFL EXAM
· The TOEFL iBT is among the most popular English proficiency exams accepted at American and Canadian universities and education institutions abroad. Conducted by ETS, the full form of TOEFL is the Test of English as a Foreign Language. 

· The ETS TOEFL exam measures all four academic English skills - reading, listening, speaking and writing in a university setting. Candidates eligible to appear for the TOEFL examination can take the TOEFL iBT (Internet-Based Test) or the TOEFL Home Edition depending on their convenience.

What is TOEFL Exam?
· ETS TOEFL Exam 2024: The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is an English proficiency exam for students planning to study in English-speaking countries. The ETS TOEFL Exam measures all four academic English skills - reading, listening, speaking and writing in an academic set-up. The ETS TOEFL exam is mostly undertaken by students who are planning to pursue higher education abroad.
· Appearing for the TOEFL test would also allow students to be eligible for several scholarships and also help students and candidates looking for employment abroad with their visa application process. The TOEFL exam is widely available in the computer-delivered method called the TOEFL iBT (internet-based test). Candidates who are planning to register for the TOEFL test would be required to pay ₹16,900 INR as TOEFL cost for two formats of the TOEFL test, TOEFL iBT and TOEFL iBT Home Edition. The TOEFL test on paper is no longer available for Indian students.



Which is better among TOEFL and IELTS?
· The "better" test depends on your specific needs and goals. Both TOEFL and IELTS are widely accepted English proficiency tests, each with its own strengths and weaknesses.The TOEFL exam is widely accepted in all the universities present in major study-abroad destinations such as the USA, the UK, Canada, Ireland, Australia and New Zealand. The mode of the TOEFL exam is computer-based and it focuses more on the academic English. The exam takes 2 hours to complete in which it assesses all four skills of the test taker namely - speaking, listening, reading and writing.  
· On the other hand, the IELTS exam covers modeules from both academic English and general training English. However, the IELTS exam format differ entirely from that of the TOEFL exam. The IELTS exam takes a total of 3 hours to get completed in two different sittings. Students have to take the speaking section (11-14 minutes, with a real examiner) of the test up to 7 days either before or after taking the main IELTS exam in which the reading, listening and writing skills are assessed in the time frame of 2 hours and 44 minutes.

What is the pattern of TOEFL Exam?
TOEFL scores will be declared online within 4-8 days after the commencement of the test. 
TOEFL Exam Pattern 2024
	Section
	TOEFL Exam Pattern
	Description

	TOEFL Reading Section
	Duration: 35 minutes
Number of Questions = 20
	Read passages and respond to questions.

	TOEFL Listening Section
	Duration: 36 minutes
Number of Questions = 28
	Answer questions about brief lectures or classroom discussions.

	TOEFL Speaking Section
	Duration: 16 minutes
Number of Tasks 4 tasks
	Talk about a familiar topic and discuss material you read and heard.

	TOEFL Writing Section
	Duration: 29 minutes
Number of Tasks = 2 tasks
	Read a passage, listen to a recording, and type your response.
State and support an opinion in an online classroom discussion.




Is TOEFL exam online or offline?

Candidates eligible to appear for the TOEFL examination can take the TOEFL iBT (Internet-Based Test) or the TOEFL Home Edition depending on their convenience.


How to register  for TOEFL Exam?

 1. *Create an ETS Account*:
   - Go to the [official ETS website](https://www.ets.org/toefl) and create an account. This is where you'll register for the exam, access test preparation materials, and view your scores.
   
2. *Choose a Test Date and Location*:
   - After logging into your ETS account, search for available TOEFL test dates and locations that are convenient for you. The test is available both online (TOEFL iBT) and at test centers.

3. *Register and Pay*:
   - Once you’ve selected a test date, proceed to register and pay for the exam. Payment can usually be made via credit/debit card, PayPal, or electronic check.

4. *Confirmation*:
   - After completing the registration and payment, you will receive a confirmation email with your test details.


Scoring of TOEFL Exam:

The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) exam is scored out of a total of 120 points. It consists of four sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. Each section is scored out of 30 points, and the scores from all sections are combined to get the total score.
Here's a breakdown of the sections:
1. Reading: 0-30 points
2. Listening: 0-30 points
3. Speaking: 0-30 points
4. Writing: 0-30 points



What is the cost for TOEFL Exam?

TOEFL iBT (Internet-Based Test): The cost is typically between **$180 to $330 USD*, depending on your location. 
   - In the United States: ~$235 USD
   - In India: ~$195 USD
   - In the UK: ~$255 USD

Additional fees include:
   - *Late Registration Fee*: $40 USD
   - *Rescheduling Fee*: $60 USD
   - *Additional Score Reports*: $20 USD per institution


What is the validity period of TOEFL score?
· Your TOEFL score validity is for two years after the declaration of your result. If you are not satisfied with the scores on your first attempt, you can try again as there is no limitation on the number of retakes. However, there must be at least a three-day gap between your retakes; i.e if you have a test appointment for today, you cannot register for another appointment for the next three days. 

What are the best materials for TOEFL?
 1. *Official TOEFL Preparation Materials*
   - *TOEFL iBT® Official Guide*: This is a must-have as it comes directly from ETS (the test creators). It contains practice questions, explanations, and four full-length practice tests.
     - Available in print and eBook versions.
     - Comes with CDs for listening and speaking sections or downloadable files.
   - *TOEFL Practice Online (TPO)*: A series of official TOEFL iBT practice tests that simulate the real test experience. You can purchase these tests from ETS's [official site](https://www.ets.org/toefl).

BEST ONLINE COURSES AND PLATFORMS FOR TOEFL
- *Magoosh TOEFL Prep*: An online platform that offers video lessons, practice questions, and customizable study plans. It’s flexible and covers all TOEFL sections with detailed explanations.
   - *Udemy TOEFL Courses*: There are a variety of affordable courses on Udemy focusing on different aspects of the TOEFL exam (speaking, writing, or a full course).
   - *TestDen*: Provides a free TOEFL practice test and paid materials that closely resemble the actual exam. It also offers speaking and writing evaluation services.
   - *Notefull*: An online course focused on improving your speaking and writing skills, with tailored feedback and interactive lessons.

APPS FOR LEARNING AND PRARCTISING TOEFL
- *TOEFL Go!® Official App*: From ETS, this app provides access to TOEFL practice

IMPORTANCE IN ADMISSION
1. *Proof of English Proficiency*
   

2. *Admission Requirement*
3. *Competitiveness in the Application Process*
4. *Meeting Visa and Immigration Requirements*
5. *Course Exemptions*

How Much Does TOEFL Weigh in the Admissions Decision?
While TOEFL is an important component of the application for non-native English speakers, it's generally considered alongside other factors like:
   - *Academic transcripts* and GPA.
   - *Standardized test scores* (e.g., SAT, GRE, GMAT).
   - *Letters of recommendation*.
   - *Statement of purpose* or essays.
   - *Work experience* (for graduate programs).

Test Dates and Frequency of TOEFL
The TOEFL test is offered frequently throughout the year, typically around 30 to 40 times annually. The exact number of test dates can vary by location, but most test centers provide several dates each month.
You can check the official ETS TOEFL website for the most accurate and up-to-date information regarding available test dates in your area. It’s a good idea to register early, especially if you have a specific deadline for applications, as popular dates can fill up quickly.

COMPARISION WITH OTHER TESTS
Test Format: TOEFL is primarily computer-based, while IELTS has a paper-based option and face-to-face speaking component.
Scoring Systems: Each test has its unique scoring system and format, which can impact how scores are interpreted by institutions.
Target Audience: Different tests might be more recognized in specific countries or by certain institutions, so it’s important to choose based on your goals.

What are key aspects of Score Reporting in TOEFL?
TOEFL score reporting involves several key aspects:
1. Score Report Components
· Total Score: Ranges from 0 to 120, combining scores from all four sections (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing).
· Section Scores: Each of the four sections is scored from 0 to 30.
· Percentile Ranks: Provides a comparison of your scores to those of other test-takers.
2. Sending Scores
· Score Recipients: You can send your scores to up to four institutions for free at the time of registration. Additional reports can be sent for a fee.
· Validity Period: TOEFL scores are valid for two years from the test date.
3. Accessing Scores
· Online Access: Scores are typically available online within 6 to 10 days after the test date. You can view your scores on the ETS website.
· Paper Reports: Official score reports can be mailed to you and the institutions you've selected, usually within 11 days.

4. Understanding Your Scores
· Institutions may have different requirements for total and section scores, so it’s important to know what is expected for your applications.
If you're planning to take the TOEFL, it's wise to check with your target institutions for their specific score reporting policies and requirements.


TEST DAY PROCEDURES FOR TOEFL
1. Arrival Time
· Check-in: Arrive at the test center at least 30 minutes before your scheduled start time to allow for check-in procedures.
2. Identification
· Required ID: Bring a valid, government-issued photo ID that matches the name you used during registration. Acceptable forms include passports, national ID cards, or driver's licenses.
· Additional ID: Some test centers may require a second form of identification.
3. Check-In Process
· Registration: Present your ID to the test center staff. They will verify your identity and may take a photo.
· Fingerprinting: You may be required to provide a fingerprint as part of the check-in process.
4. Personal Items
· Storage: You’ll need to leave personal items (like bags, phones, and notes) in designated areas. Only permitted items will be allowed at your workstation.
· Prohibited Items: Electronic devices, food, and drinks are typically not allowed in the testing area.
5. Test Format Overview
· Sections: The test consists of Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing sections. Each section has a set time limit.
· Breaks: You will have a short break between sections, typically 10 minutes after the Listening section.
6. During the Test
· Computer-Based: The TOEFL is administered on a computer. Familiarize yourself with the interface beforehand if possible.
· Timing: Pay attention to the time limits for each section, as the computer will keep track for you.
7. Speaking Section
· Microphone Use: You'll use a headset with a microphone. Ensure it’s working before the section begins.
8. Ending the Test
· Once you've completed all sections, you will receive an option to review your answers. Afterward, your scores will be processed and made available online within a few days.

TYPES OF CONSIDERATIONS
1. Extended Time: Additional time for each section of the test.
2. Extra Breaks: More frequent or longer breaks during the test.
3. Alternative Formats: Test materials in braille or large print, or audio format for reading sections.
4. Special Equipment: Use of adaptive technology or devices.
5. Private Testing Room: A separate space to minimize distractions

How to Request Accommodations
1. Registration: When you register for the TOEFL, indicate your need for accommodations.
2. Documentation: You will need to provide appropriate documentation of your disability or health-related need. This might include medical records or letters from professionals.
3. Approval: Your request will be reviewed by ETS, and you will be notified of the approval status before your test date.

Important Considerations
· Advance Planning: Submit your request as early as possible, as processing may take time.
· Policies and Guidelines: Familiarize yourself with ETS's specific guidelines for accommodations, which can be found on their official website.

Study Tips:
Regular Practice: Take full-length practice tests to get used to the test format and timing.
Review: Analyze your practice test results to identify areas for improvement.
Study Plan: Create a study schedule that allows you to cover all test sections thoroughly.

Final Tips
· Stay Calm: Take deep breaths and stay focused.
· Follow Instructions: Listen carefully to the test center staff and the on-screen instructions.
Being well-prepared and knowing what to expect can help you feel more confident on test day. Good luck!
























